
 

2019 Ganbei Baijiu Cocktail Competition 

Preliminary Round Rules and Regulations 

You will be required to prepare and submit an original cocktail recipe that meets the Recipe Criteria described 
below (your “Entry”). There is a limit of one (1) Entry per person.  Participants should focus on creating a 
cocktail that showcases the unique flavor profile of baijiu. 

 
Eligibility Criteria 

● You must be a bartender working in the state of Minnesota and be at least 25 years old. 

● By submitting this entry you agree to give Ganbei LLC full copyright to any content provided.  This 
includes but is not limited to permitting Ganbei to share all information provided in the entry in 
marketing or promotional material.  Ganbei LLC may also mention who made the cocktail and where 
that individual tends bar. 

● Ganbei LLC may remove any entry to this competition if the entry is deemed by Ganbei LLC to have 
broken the rules of the competition, engaged in unsafe practices or contained material that is 
offensive, derogatory or inappropriate. 

● All entries must be submitted by the end of the day (11:59 pm) on Friday, July 12th, 2019. 

 

Recipe and Submission Criteria 

● Each Participant must submit 2 cocktail recipes. 

○ Recipe 1 - This recipe should be focused on using baijiu creatively and creating a cocktail fit for 
a high-quality cocktail bar.  Participants may use as many ingredients as they please in this 
cocktail. 

○ Recipe 2 - This recipe should be focused on accessibility and should limit itself to 4 ingredients 
including baijiu.  It should be aimed at helping newcomers to the cocktail world try their hand at 
baijiu cocktails. 

● All recipes must be baijiu focused and must include Ganbei Baijiu. 

● Each cocktail recipe entered must have a name. The name may not include any copyrighted or 
trademarked material or any retailer’s name, except that you may use the Ganbei Baijiu brand in the 
name. 

● Recipes must be expressed in fluid ounces, dashes, and drops. 

○ Ounces may be divided into quarters, thirds or wholes ounces (.33oz 0.5 oz., 1 oz., 1.25 oz,  2 
oz., etc.) 

● The total volume of the drink produced by the submitted recipe must be between 3 oz. and 11 oz. 
(including dashes and drops). 

● All ingredients in the recipe must be safe for human consumption. 

● Flames, flaming alcohol or any fire are not permitted in this competition. 

● A high-resolution photo of the cocktail must be included with your entry. 

 



 

○ The photo must have no identifying marks.  This means excluding all humans, logos and other 
identifying markings that could indicate who made the cocktail or where the cocktail was made. 
This is important because the cocktails will be judged “Blind” meaning the judges will not know 
who made the cocktail or where the cocktail was made. 

 

Finals Rules and Regulations 

The final round of this cocktail competition will be held at Rainbow Chinese on a Wednesday, July 24th. Ganbei 
will choose 8 participants from the online submission round to be included in the Finals. 

 

Finals Format 
● Ganbei Baijiu will provide the 8 finalist participants with a $100 gift card to purchase ingredients for 

the final round.  Participants must bring all of the necessary cocktail ingredients besides Ganbei 
Baijiu to the event. 
○ Participants should purchase enough ingredients to produce 4 full cocktails for judges and  90 ⅓ 

sized sample cocktails to be distributed to the audience.  Participants will need to  
● Participants must bring everything they need to execute their recipes.  Ganbei Baijiu will only provide 

no tool or ingredients apart from Ganbei Baijiu. This includes the glassware and sampling cups that 
will be used. 

● Participants must use the same names for their 2 cocktails that were used in the online submission. 
The names may not include any copyrighted or trademarked material or any retailer’s name, except 
that you may use the Ganbei Baijiu brand in the name. 

Note - If participants want to update the recipe or the name of their cocktail, they may submit a change request 
to alec@ganbei.co and Ganbei Baijiu will consider whether the change will be allowed. 
 
Judge Scored Cocktail 

● Participants will have 8 minutes to produce 4 servings of recipe 1 (the high-end creative cocktail from 
their online submission)  3 of these cocktails will be for the judges to sample and will 1 be used for 
photography.  The recipe must be the same as recipe 1 which was submitted online.   
○ 1 point will be deducted from the final score for every minute the participant goes over the time 

limit. 
● Participants should explain their inspiration for the cocktail and the name of the cocktail to the 

judges. 
● Ganbei Baijiu will provide no tools.  Participants must bring everything they need to execute their 

recipes. 
 
Audience Judged Cocktail 

● After their judging round, participants will make ⅓ size cocktails for about 90 audience members to 
sample.   These cocktails will be used by the audience to judge the audience given prize. 

● These cocktails must be pre-batched.  Participants may pre-batch cocktails at an offsite location or 
at Rainbow Chinese between 4 pm and 6 pm on July 24th. 

● Cocktails will be made available to the audience throughout the competition.  The audience will be 
allowed to vote for 1 cocktail as their favorite.  The bartender with the most audience votes will win 
the audience awarded prize. 
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Finals Recipe Criteria (Same as Online Submission Criteria) 

● Each Participant must submit 2 cocktail recipes. 

○ Recipe 1 - This recipe should be focused on using baijiu creatively and creating a cocktail fit for 
a high-quality cocktail bar.  Participants may use as many ingredients as they please in this 
cocktail. 

○ Recipe 2 - This recipe should be focused on accessibility and should limit itself to 4 ingredients 
including baijiu.  It should be aimed at helping newcomers to the cocktail world try their hand at 
baijiu cocktails. 

● All recipes must be baijiu focused and must include Ganbei Baijiu. 

● Each cocktail recipe entered must have a name. The name may not include any copyrighted or 
trademarked material or any retailer’s name, except that you may use the Ganbei Baijiu brand in the 
name. 

● Recipes must be expressed in fluid ounces, dashes, and drops. 

○ Ounces may be divided into quarters, thirds or wholes ounces (.33oz 0.5 oz., 1 oz., 1.25 oz,  2 
oz., etc.) 

● The total volume of the drink produced by the submitted recipe must be between 3 oz. and 11 oz. 
(including dashes and drops). 

● All ingredients in the recipe must be safe for human consumption. 

● Flames, flaming alcohol or any fire are not permitted in this competition. 

 

Score Card 

The judges will collaborate to determine the score of a cocktail based on the scorecard below.  Participants will be 
deducted 1 point for every full minute their preparation goes over the 7-minute time limit. 

Aroma  10 points 
Appearance  10 points 
Flavor  20 points 
Mouthfeel // Balance  5 points 
Inspiration / Imagination / Creativity  15 points 

 

 

Prizes 

First Prize - Awarded by Judges 

A trip to China to see our distillery and tour Beijing 

● The trip will take place from September 10th to September 15th. 
○ Participants may extend their stay in China.  See details in the First Prize Terms below. 

● Participant activities will include: 
○ 2 Days in Beijing 

■ Tour the Art District 



 

■ Breakfast, lunch, and dinner at a variety of restaurants which will be chosen in 
collaboration with participants. 

■ Visiting cocktail bars to experience the local bar scene 
○ 2 Days in Bayan Nur at Hetao, our partner distillery. 

■ Tour the facility and learn about how baijiu is made. 
■ Taste baijiu straight from a barrel. 
■ All meals will be provided at the on-site restaurant.  These will include traditional Chinese 

style meals with lots of delicious baijiu and local cuisine. 
■ A tour of the on-site baijiu museum. 
■ Meet the blenders and distillers of Ganbei Baijiu. 

● Ganbei Baijiu will pay for most expenses of the trip including: 
○ Round trip flight from MSP to PEK (Beijing Airport) 
○ Flights between Beijing and Hetao (our distillery) 
○ All meals once in China from September 10th to September 15th. 
○ Local transit such as subway, taxi, and bus. 
○ Hotels in China between the 10th and 15th.  These will be booked by Ganbei Baijiu. 

First Prize Terms 

● Participant must get their own passport. 
● Participant must obtain a tourist visa to visit China.  Ganbei will assist the winner in obtaining a tourist 

visa for China. 
● The prize of a trip to China may not be transferred and has no monetary value. 
● The trip will take place from September 10 to September 15.  These are the only dates available for this 

trip. 
● This prize is subject to cancellation if unforeseen circumstances occur that make the trip not feasible. 

Ganbei LLC has the sole discretion regarding the feasibility of the trip due to unforeseen circumstances. 
● Participants who wish to spend more time in China may extend their trip at their own cost.  Ganbei will 

still pay for round trip flights so long as they are the same as the cost for the Ganbei planned dates.  Any 
cost above that of the Ganbei flight dates will be the responsibility of participants. 

 

Peoples Choice Award - Awarded by Audience Vote 

● $200 gift card to Ace Spirits! 
● 1 bottle of Ganbei Baijiu 

 

Questions 
Any applicant or participant who has questions about the competition should contact Ganbei Baijiu via email at 
Alec@ganbei.co.  If there is an urgent need,   may call or text Alec Fotsch at 262-408-0616. 
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